





Legal Milestones in India and Nepal
JUSTICE A. P. SHAH (INDIA) AND SUNIL BABU PANT (NEPAL)

The law, for marginalised people, is often the battleground for
freedoms and rights. In 2007, a Supreme Court judgement affirmed
rights of people of the third gender and LGBTI people in Nepal.
Similarly, in 2009, section 377, the law criminalising homosexuality
was read down in India. This panel deals with these two legal
milestones that have affirmed human rights of LGBT people. It also
looks at some of the challenges that lie ahead.

Challenging Journeys, Promising Futures
GEETANJALI MISRA (INDIA), SRILATHA BATLIWALA (INDIA)

This closing panel looks back at the three days of the conference
and reflects on themes and issues that emerged; bold insights that
participants articulated, and new ideas that all of us will take back.
It also looks at the way forward and how we strengthen our
movements to make them more inclusive and secure human rights
for allwomen.
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Arts and Writing Reframe Disability: Perspectives
on Sexuality and Violence Challenged

JANET PRICE (UK), LAWRENCE CARTER-LONG (USA),
MALINI CHIB (INDIA), THE GIMP PROJECT (USA)

Art and the written word are essential to how we resist, reimagine
and redefine our realities to create new visions of the worlds we
want to inhabit. Art helps us create a vision of the world we want

to live in. However, the idea of disabled women as either writers,
artistes or as the subject of art makes people uneasy. This panel
builds on intersections between disability, gender and violence and
the role art and writing play in changing attitudes and norms around
violence against disabled women.
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Arundhati Roy WITH SHOHINI GHOSH

In 1997, Arundhati Roy won the Booker Prize for The God of Small
Things, her debut novelistic fiction. In the last decade she has
emerged as a foremost writer of political non-fiction. Emerging from
her engagement with a number of contemporary movements, national
and international developments, Arundhati Roy’s provocative essays
become interrogations about the nature and functioning of democracy
and its many institutions. These essays are presently compiled in 3
volumes. The Algebra of Infinite Justice (2001), An Ordinary Person’s
Guide to the Empire and Listening to the Grasshoppers: Field Notes on
Democracy (2009). In a conversation with Shohini Ghosh, Arundhati
Roy will speak about her work and the many issues that concern her.

Begum Nawazish Ali WiTH BISHAKHA DATTA

Meet Begum from the ‘Late Night Show with Begum Nawazish Ali’ as
she speaks with non-fiction writer and filmmaker, Bishakha Datta
about hosting her show on National TV in Pakistan.

Ali Saleem best known for his cross-dressing alter ego Begum
Nawazish Ali, is a Pakistani television host, actor, scriptwriter and
impressionist. In his show ‘Late Night with Begum Nawazish Ali’, he
has interviewed famous personalities like Benazir Bhutto, Margaret
Thatcher, Diane Spencer and Noor Jehan. Begum’s flirtations with
her guests and her use of sexual innuendos on the show has earned
her a “nasty reputation” amongst fundamentalist religious leaders in
Pakistan. Despite this, Begum loves being ‘Begum’.
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Rituparno Ghosh WITH SHOHINI GHOSH

Bengali filmmaker Rituparno Ghosh has in the last two decades
created a striking body of work which includes films like Unishe April
(19t April, 1994), Dahan (Crossfire, 1997), Bariwali (The Lady of the
House, 1999), Utsab (The Festival, 2000), Titli (First Monsoon Day,
2002), Chokher Bali (A Passion Play), The Last Lear (2007), Shob
Choritro Kalponik (Afterword, 2009) and Abohoman (The Eternal,
2010). Ghosh has won 10 National Awards, a host of Indian and
International awards and both critical and popular acclaim. Recently,
he made an acting debut in Arekti Premer Golpo (Just Another

Love Story, 2011) which has already become an iconic queer film.
Rituparno’s writings, public persona and his new trilogy of queer
films has disrupted the dominant heteronorm of Bengali films. In

a conversation with Shohini Ghosh, Rituparno will speak about his
films, his acting, and how he managed to queer Bengali cinema.

in conversation
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Can You Run and Speak Women’s Rights at the
Same Time?

CINDY COLTMAN (NETHERLANDS), LUCKY CHETTRI (NEPAL),
MASHUDA KHATNA (BANGLADESH), SANJANA GAIND (INDIA)

This panel by Women Win will focus on how sport is a powerful
concept that can be used in women’s rights work to advance girls’
and women’s rights. It will also introduce tools to the concept, and
impact of sport intersecting with goals of the women’s movement
in eliminating violence against women; addressing sexual and
reproductive health and rights, and accessing economic justice.

Discrimination, Stigma and Exclusion of
Marginalised Women in Bangladesh

HENA AKHTER (BANGLADESH), JANNATUL FIRDOUS
(BANGLADESH), JOYA SIKDER (BANGLADESH), SHAHINUR
AKHTER (BANGLADESH), UMME KULSUM (BANGLADESH)

Transgender people, lesbians, sex workers and disabled women

live on the margins of the Muslim patriarchal society in Bangladesh.
As diverse as their issues are, they also share the same hurdles

of discrimination, wide spread stigma and exclusion from the
mainstream women’s movement. This panel looks into the continual
struggles, innumerable challenges and some rare moments of triumph
in the lives of marginalised women. The medium of this panelis
Bangla. English translation will also be available.



Funding ‘on the Margins’: Donors’ and Activists’
Perspectives

ASHRAFUN NAHAR MISTI (BANGLADESH),
DEEPA VASUDEVAN (INDIA), NAMITA CHAD (USA),
NICKY MCINTYRE (NETHERLANDS)

Women, girls and trans people who are living and operating ‘on the
margins’ of their communities and societies are often also on the
margins of ‘mainstream’ women’s rights movements. Social change
is possible when marginalised voices are heard in movements,
communities, societies, and in spaces of decision-making. In order
to foster inclusive movements and societies, activists not only need
strategies, skills, determination, and often courage, they also need
funds to do their work. Donor-activist collaboration is therefore often
an important contributor to the realisation of the rights of all women
and in supporting those operating at the margins, to move to the
center. This panel brings together donors and activists to discuss and
dialogue on recent funding trends for women’s rights, challenges
and barriers to funding marginalised women, and the role of donors
in making women’s rights movements (and other movements) more
inclusive.
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Making Sure We’re Counted: Disability Rights
Movements in South Asia

ASHRAFUN NAHAR MISTI (BANGLADESH), JEEJA GHOSH (INDIA),
KANCHAN PAMNANI (INDIA), MANIQUE GUNARATNE (SRI LANKA),
RENU ADDLAKHA (INDIA), TIKA DEVI DAHAL (NEPAL)

When disability intersects with gender and sexuality, it intensifies
experiences of violence in the lives of women. However, violence
against women with disabilities is a marginalised concern in state
agendas, women’s rights movements, and sexual rights movements
alike. This is further complicated because of the prejudice that
exists around the sexuality of women with disabilities. This panel
addresses the magnitude of violence in the lives of women with
disabilities by using a feminist lens. It also focuses on disability
rights movements in South Asia and their engagement with the
state, civil society and other movements.

Making Sure We’re Counted: Lesbian and Queer
Activism in South Asia

DURGA THAPA (NEPAL), FATIMA KHANAM (BANGLADESH),
PONNI ARASU (INDIA), SHERMAL WIJEWARDENE (SRI LANKA),
SUBHAGATA GHOSH (INDIA)

The HIV/AIDS pandemic acted as a catalyst to bring together queer
people in South Asia for the first time. Activism around queer rights
issues have also resulted in the law being changed in India, Nepal
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and Sri Lanka. But have lesbian women in these countries benefitted
from this? Why are they still struggling to find visibility and space
within the LGBT movement? Are lesbian women more affiliated to
the women’s movement? This panel reflects on these questions and
specifically looks at leshian women’s struggles in South Asia.

Making Sure We’re Counted: Sex Workers’
Movements in South Asia

LUBNA TAYYAB (PAKISTAN), MEHWISH (PAKISTAN),
NASEEMA (INDIA), PURNIMA CHATTERJEE (INDIA),
REVATI CHAWLA (SRI LANKA), SHABANA KAZI (INDIA),
SHRUTI KARKI (NEPAL)

Violence is a reality in the lives of most sex workers in South Asia.
However, only passive victimhood is not. They have organised
themselves to resist violence and discrimination and fight for their
rights. In India, sex workers’ collectives like the Durbar Mahila
Samanyaya Committte and the Veshya Anyay Mukti Parishad have
been at the forefront of these struggles. In their own voices, this
panel looks at the lived realities of women in sex work as they

talk about their experiences of violence, stigma and resistance. It
also explores some of the strategies used by sex workers’ rights
groups and movements to tackle issues of violence and lack of State
protection.
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Making Sure We’re Counted: Trans People’s
Organising in South Asia

KALKI SUBRAMANIAM (INDIA), MANISHA DHAKAL (NEPAL),
ROSHAN DE SILVA (SRI LANKA), SARAH GILL (PAKISTAN),
ZAINI (PAKISTAN), SARAH SUHAIL (PAKISTAN)

Normative genders and sexualities lead to exclusion and
discrimination of those who do not conform to norms. Trans
people’s organising in South Asia is a fight against the normative.
Ranging from limited livelihood options to the obstacles related

to sex reassignment surgery, trans people’s access to rights are
severely restricted. With a focus on religious and cultural contexts,
this panel looks at trans people’s movements in South Asia. It also
looks at the strategies used and challenges faced, and reflects on
concerns that may not have been adequately addressed by the
movement yet.

Raising Voices, Claiming Space: Sexual Rights
and the Women’s Movement
FIRDOUS AZIM (BANGLADESH), MAHEEN SULTAN (BANGLADESH),

RADHIKA CHANDIRAMANI (INDIA), RITA THAPA (NEPAL),
SUNILA ABEYASEKARA (SRI LANKA)

Women’s experiences are complex and layered. For every woman
who is a ‘victim’ of patriarchy, there exists many more who are
‘agents’ in their own right. For a long time women’s movements
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in South Asia have understood women’s oppression in terms of
victimhood alone. Issues around ‘control’ over ‘women’s bodies’
were also looked at in the same light. However, this focus is
undergoing a shift; ‘choice’, ‘agency’, ‘consent’ and ‘sexual
pleasure’ as political notions have entered the debates and
dialogues of the women’s movements. This panel will explore how
these concepts can find their place in the women’s movement to
make it more inclusive; inform the dialogues, processes and ideas
that are currently holding sway. It will also take a critical look at
women’s movements engagements and non engagements with
issues in South Asia.

In the Name of Religion: Women on the Margins
Resisting Fundamentalism

JESSICA HORN (SIERRA LEONE), LYDIA ALPIZAR (COSTA RICA),
SARA HOSSAIN (BANGLADESH), SHOHINI GHOSH (INDIA),
SUNILA ABEYASEKARA (SRI LANKA)

Characterised by women’s rights activists as ‘absolutist and intolerant’
and ‘anti-women and patriarchal’ religious fundamentalisms
negatively impact on all women’s rights and have particular effects

on those who most challenge their expected norms. This interactive
panel will look at both the impact of religious fundamentalisms on
marginalised communities across different regions in the world as
well as the resistance they have offered in turn. The panel by AWID
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will present highlights from AWID’s research in the area and will
also address specific cases such as Christian Fundamentalisms in
sub-Saharan African, the impact of fundamentalist influences on
international human rights standards, fundamentalisms and the
media, and the role of foreign governments in supporting religious
fundamentalisms.

Role of Stigma and Discrimination in Gender
Based Violence and HIV/AIDS

ANANDI YUVARA] (INDIA), HABIBA AKHTER (BANGLADESH), HANS
BILIMORIA (SRI LANKA)

Stigma and discrimination lie at the root of marginalisation. It
hampers individuals’ ability to adequately protect themselves from
HIV transmission and to assert healthy informed sexual decision-
making. The Stigma Index has been developed as an innovative

tool to gather evidence and raise awareness regarding stigma and
discrimination as experienced by people living with HIV. This panel by
UNAIDS will raise awareness regarding the role ‘People Living with HIV
Stigma Index’ can play in combating gender-based violence and other
forms of marginalisation in South Asia.
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The Service is Political: Putting the Politics Back
into Advocacy and Services

DEEPA VASUDEVAN (INDIA), DURGA THAPA (NEPAL),
GULALAI (PAKISTAN), KANWAL QAYYUM (PAKISTAN),
KHALIDA BROHI (PAKISTAN), PRABHA NAGARAJA (INDIA),
RATNABOLI RAY (INDIA), VINAY KULKARNI (INDIA)

Challenging discriminatory structures through advocacy lie at the
core of long-term human rights activism. Services also form an
important part of this core. However, both advocacy and services
can advance human rights only if they emerge out of a rights based
approach. This panel looks at service provision as a political act
linking it with questions of sustainability and state responsibility.

It also attends to the forms, methods, needs and challenges faced in
providing services to marginalised women.

The World at Our Fingertips: Online Platforms,
New Media, Digital Photography and Social
Change.

BISHAKHA DATTA (INDIA), JAYANTHI KURU UTUMPALA
(SRI LANKA), NIGHAT DAD (PAKISTAN), NISHA SUSAN (INDIA),
PARTHO BHOWMICK (INDIA)

The emergence of new media has opened up the world of media
and technology to those who were previously left out of its ambit.
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It has democratised the creation, publishing, distribution and
consumption of media by challenging conventional norms around
who has the ‘abilities’ to be its user, and for what purposes it can be
used. This panel will look at how new media, online platforms and
digital photography is increasingly becoming a powerful medium
that is being used by activists and marginalised groups to campaign,
network and advocate for human rights.

Uncovering the Truth: Researching Violence
Against Marginalised Women.

JYOTSNA TAMANG (NEPAL), NAYREEN DARUWALLA (INDIA),
SAMINA CHOONARA (PAKISTAN), SARAH HAWKES (UK),
SMRITI NEVATIA (INDIA), SUBHAGATA GHOSH (INDIA),
SUTAPA MAJUMDAR (INDIA), TISA MUHADES (BANGLADESH)

One of the most effective ways to influence laws and policies to
address violence is through evidence-based research. From framing
research questions to data collection and drawing conclusions,
action research with marginalised women is a very complex process.
This panel has researchers from the region sharing findings from
their research studies done in South Asia. It also reflects on some of
the challenges involved in moving away from the use of conventional
research methods to reframe research ethics and methodologies.
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forces Rani into the limelight again. Rani is suddenly forced to come
to terms with a dark secret of her past — a secret she thought she had
buried forever.

Sixth Happiness WARIS HUSSEIN
ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 91 MIN | 1997 | UK

Sixth Happiness is a 1997 film based on Firdous Kanga’s acclaimed
autobiographical novel, Trying to Grow. Sixth Happiness is the very
funny, acerbic and moving story of a young man’s sexual awakening
as family life crumbles around him. Happiness is about Brit, a boy
born with brittle bones who never grows taller than four feet.

Brit’s family is non-stereotypical: his parents are ardent Anglophiles
with fond memories of the Raj and World War Il. Brit is bright, spiky,
opinionated and selfish with a razor-sharp wit, never a martyr or
victim. He prefers the Kama Sutra to Shakespeare and does not allow
gender or disability to come in the way of his desire for sex and love.

Tales of the Night Fairies SHOHINI GHOSH
BENGALI | ENGLISH SUBTITLES | 74 MIN | 2002 | INDIA

Shohini Ghosh’s documentary Tales of the Night Fairies explores

the power of collective organising and resistance while reflecting
upon contemporary debates around sex work. The simultaneously
expansive and labyrinthine city of Kolkata forms the backdrop for the
personal and musical journeys of storytelling.

films
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Beyond Sight Exhibition BLIND WITH CAMERA (INDIA)

The exhibition occupies the ground zero of photography and offers
insight into “non-retinal photography.” It explores beyond the
obvious, liberates art from the point of view of sight, challenges
perception and inspires social change. Blind With Camera is a project
of the Beyond Sight Foundation, Mumbai, a non-profit organisation
promoting the social integration of people with visual impairment,

by building capacities and creating resources around ‘non-retinal’ art
culture in India. Blind With Camera provides photography trainings to
the visually impaired, develops their creative skills, offers them the
opportunity to exhibit their work, advocates for their equal access to
art, and works on income-generating opportunities for them. www.
blindwithcamera.org

About the photographer Partho Bhowmick started the Blind With
Camera project in 2006 and has successfully developed the project
into a national exhibition traveling across India. He is the recipient
of the ‘Karmaveer Purakaraar 2009’, a National Award for Social
Justice and Citizen Action given by the Indian Confederation of NGOs.
Partho’s work has been exhibited at several art galleries in India.
Partho founded the Beyond Sight Foundation in 2009.

Monorama SIDDHARTH HAJRA (INDIA)

This work in progress is the photographers attempt to engage with
the life of atransgender artist, Monorama, who lives in Calcutta.
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During spring, Monorama performs in closed community spaces,

often the bastis and paras of North Calcutta. She impersonates the
goddess Sitala who is believed to provide protection from small pox
(and chicken pox). The selection of photographs are from one such
performance - before the actual enactment of the performance, during
and after. This work was commissioned by Pratyay Gender Trust.

About the photographer Siddhartha Hajra has been a keen
photographer focusing particularly on documentary photography. He
has worked on issues of mental illness, sexuality and young women,
etc. His work has been showcased in national and international
human rights publications.

Dragging it Up Sri Lankan Style
JAYANTHI KURU UTUMPALA (SRI LANKA)

Drawing on inspirations from Judith Halberstam, Del Lagrace

Volcano and Diane Torr, this experimental series of photographs
attempts to question the assumption that biological markers of sex
determine gender identity, by portraying the performative element of
‘masculinity’ and ‘maleness’. It also tries to visually create a space for
undocumented non-heteronormative women in Sri Lanka who pass as
men in their daily lives, at the risk of being ‘discovered’ and arrested
for ‘misrepresentation’.

About the photographer Jayanthi works as a Senior Programme
Officer at the Women and Media Collective and as the Research
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Coordinator of the Women’s Support Group. Her work at the WSG
involves the coordination of an Asia-wide action research on violence
against LBT women in Sri Lanka. She is an avid photographer.

Assume Nothing REBECCA SWAN (NEW ZEALAND)

Assume Nothing is a journey into the intimacies, nuances and
complexities of gender identity. Since 1995 Rebecca Swan has
photographed and interviewed 27 people from around the world. All
have moved her deeply by their courage in sharing their stories and
images so that others will understand who they are. The exhibition
was commissioned by The New Dowse public gallery and toured five
major galleries and museums in Aotearoa New Zealand. The Human
Rights Commission was a partner in the exhibition and over 200,000
people saw it. It’s now exhibited in Barcelona and due to tour Spain.

About the photographer For over 20 years Rebecca has exhibited

in major galleries and museums in Aotearoa New Zealand, Australia,
Spain, England, Scotland and Germany. She has 3 books published in
11 countries, The Big C 1996, Assume Nothing 2004 and The Good Life
2010. Her art work is held in public and private collections in Aotearoa
New Zealand, Australia and USA. Award winning film maker, Kirsty
MacDonald, has made two films about her work, Black and White 2006
and Assume Nothing 2009. Both films continue to screen at festivals
and have been broadcast all over the world.

exhibitions
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has authored several important
opinions in the areas of freedom of speech and expression, environmental
rights, disability rights and women’s rights in India. One of Chief Justice
Shah’s important opinions has been the decision in Naz Foundation
v. Union of India and Others, 2009, where the bench held that the
criminalisation of consensual sex between adults in private violates
the Constitution’s guarantees of dignity, equality, and freedom from
discrimination based on sexual orientation and therefore, Section 377
was ‘read down’ so that it no longer criminalised consensual sex between
adults in private. Chief Justice Shah also struck down the decision of
Censor authorities not to release the documentary Aakrosh on recent
Gujarat communal riots, directing that the film be granted certification.

is the Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator of the

International Community of Women with HIV/AIDS based in India. She has
also worked as the Program Manager for HIV and Sexual Reproductive
Health at PATH’s India office and a Senior Programme Officer with the
International HIV/AIDS Alliance. Since testing HIV-positive in 1997, Anandi
has established a local organisation to support people living with HIV and
has been instrumental in mobilising communities affected by HIV/AIDS to
raise their voices, needs and concerns to build supportive environments.

is an associate professor in the department of Psychology,
Jesus and Mary College, University of Delhi. She is a disability rights
activist in the areas of education, health, sexuality and gender. Currently
she is a Fellow at the Nehru Memorial Museum Library, Teen Murti Bhawan
and also the President of the Indian Association for Women’s Studies.
She is on the editorial board of Disability and Society, and Scandinavian
Journal of Disability. She has authored two books including,
(Dis)Embodied Form: Issues of Disabled Women (2003) and co-authored
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The Mentally Handicapped — Prediction of the Work Performance with
Anima Sen.

won the Booker Prize for The God of Small Things, her
debut novelistic fiction, in 1997. In the last decade she has emerged as
a foremost writer of political non-fiction. Emerging from her engagement
with a number of contemporary movements, national and international
developments, Arundhati Roy’s provocative essays become interrogations
about the nature and functioning of democracy and its many institutions.
These essays are presently compiled in 3 volumes. The Algebra of Infinite
Justice (2001), An Ordinary Person’s Guide to the Empire and Listening to
the Grasshoppers: Field Notes on Democracy (2009).

has been a sex worker and transgender activist
since 2002. He has been involved with the Sex Workers Network of
Bangladesh from 2002 and is now working as a member (and executive
committee member) of Socheton Shilpi Shongho, one of the most
prominent transgender organisations in the country.

is the founder and Executive Director of Women
with Disabilities Development Foundation (WDDF) in Bangladesh. She
is fully wheel chair dependent. She joined Bangladesh Protibandhi
Kallyan Somity (BPKS) in 2001. She is a women’s rights activist and a
development worker for women with disabilities. She has experience
in organising conferences, seminars and dialogues on issues of human
rights, women'’s rights, disability rights and development at the national
level. She has also worked in movement building on rights of women with
disabilities and violence against women with disabilities.

is the Founder and Managing Trustee of Bapu Trust,
a mental health organisation based in Pune, India. She has published
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extensively on the subject of women and mental health, including the
books Mental Health of Indian Women (1999) and Mental Health from

a Gender Perspective (2001). Since 1998 Bhargavi Davar has engaged
in networks with users’ discussion forums, on evolving consumer
perspectives in mental health, especially the care and treatment rights
and civil liberties of persons, especially women, with a psychiatric
disability.

is a transgender woman activist from Nepal and
has been working for the Blue Diamond Society since 2004. She is a
general convention member of the Nepali Congress Party. She is also
vice president and LGBTI representative of a youth human rights group in
Nepal. She won the national transgender contest (Ms Pink) in 2007 and is
now working in BDS as human rights coordinator of the central region.

works as the Advocacy Officer and President of Jagriti
Mabhila Maha Sangh, a federation of female sex workers In Nepal. She has
been working on sex workers and HIV/AIDS issues for many years.

is a non-fiction writer and documentary filmmaker with
an abiding interest in gender, sexuality, and marginal points of view.
She has a Masters in Communication from Stanford University and has
been the Executive Director of Point of View since its inception. She has
edited two anthologies on the lives and realities of women: And Who
Will Make the Chapatis? (Stree, 1998) and 9 Degrees of Justice (Zubaan,
2010). Her filmography includes In The Flesh: Three Lives in Prostitution
and Taza Khabar: Hot Off The Press. She is currently writing Selling Sex, a
book on the struggle for sex workers’ rights in India. She is on the boards
of several non-profits, including CREA, Breakthrough, Dreamcatchers,
Majlis, and the Wikimedia Foundation.
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is a former commercial sex-worker. She presently
working as a field co-ordinator of a sex worker’s organisation in Dhaka.
She lives with her female partner and has 3 children.

is the Programme Director of Women Win, whose mission
is to advance girl’s and women’s rights through the strategy of sport.
As Programme Director, she is responsible for the global portfolio of 25
programme partners and impact assessment activities. In 2007, Cindy
was the Head of Operations for Aflatoun, a social enterprise that promotes
child social and financial education. Prior to Aflatoun, Cindy worked for 10
years with Nike European Middle East and Africa (EMEA, The Netherlands)
in various business development, strategic planning and finance roles,
amongst others on the EMEA senior management team as the Director
of Strategic Planning. While at Nike, she was also very involved in a
women’s diversity network, supporting younger women in developing
their potential.

is a human rights lawyer and researcher presently
working with CREA as the Program Coordinator of Research and Advocacy
programmes. She has a deep interest in issues of women’s rights,
sexuality, sex work and trafficking and child rights. She has been closely
associated with the sex workers movement in Kolkata for over 8 years
and has done research and legal trainings with them. Debolina has just
completed her second documentary film as co-director on a fellowship
from the Public Service Broadcasting Trust, New Delhi. The film titled
We are Foot Soldiers (2011) documents the collectivisation of children of
sex workers in Kolkata’s Sonagachi to challenge the depoliticising images
of suffering that are attached to their lives.

is a founding member of Sahayatrika, a collective
working for the rights of lesbians, bisexual women, F2M transgender
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people and other queer/ sexuality minority communities in Kerala,
India, since 2001. Sahayatrika has been instrumental in investigating
and creating awareness about ‘lesbian suicides’, introducing sexuality
minority rights as a political and social discourse and creating alliances
with other social movements in the state of Kerala.

is a sex worker associated with Veshya AIDS Mukabala
Parishad (VAMP) which is an independent collective of sex workers in
Maharashtra, India. VAMP manages the peer interventions in the sex
worker community.

has been working as a Project Coordinator on an extension
program at the Blue Diamond Society on LGBTI issues especially for LBT
women. Durga was serving in the Nepal Army, when she was expelled for
being a lesbhian. Durga started working as a LGBTI activist when she joined
Blue Diamond Society. She is especially interested in social welfare,
human rights and social networking.

is associated with Swaprova, a group for lesbian women
in Bangladesh. Fatima is an elected local government representative
from her home district in the South-West of Bangladesh.

is a Professor of English who is currently chair of the
Department of English and Humanities at BRAC University and a member
of a research team called “Pathways of Women’s Empowerment” housed
in the BRAC Development Insitute (BDI) where she is researching the
cultural history of women in Bangladesh. She is also a member of
Naripokkho, a woman’s activist group in Bangladesh. Firdous Azim has
published widely both in the field of post-colonialism and literature,
as well as on feminist issues. Her books include The Colonial Rise of
the Novel (Routledge, 1993) and Infinite Variety: Women in Society and
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Literature (University Press Limited, Dhaka, 1996). She is a contributing
editor for Feminist Review, for which she has just edited a special issue
entitled South Asian Feminisms: Negotiating New Terrains. (March 2009).

is the co-founder and Executive Director of CREA and
co-Director of the Sexuality and Rights Institute in India. She has worked
at the activist, grant-making and policy levels on issues of sexuality,
reproductive health, gender, human rights and violence against women.
She writes on issues of sexuality, gender and rights and co-edited
Sexuality, Gender and Rights: Exploring Theory and Practice in South and
Southeast Asia (2005).

is a feminist working towards the empowerment of young
women in Pakistan. When she was 16 she launched “Aware Girls”; a young
women led organisation working for empowering and strengthening the
leadership capacity of young women by enabling them to work for social
change and advocate for equal access of women to health, education,
governance, political participation, and other social services. She is
involved with different national and international networks in varied
capacities to promote Peace, Gender Equality, and Equity. She received
the Global Youth ActionNet Fellowship, 2009 and Paragon Fellowship,
2010 for her efforts to promote HIV prevention awareness among young
women of rural areas.

is the founder and Executive Director (HIV representative)
of the Ashar Alo Society and the President of the National Network of
People Living with HIV in Bangladesh (NNB+). She works towards support,
empowerment and participation of PLHIV, to eliminate stigma and
discrimination and to develop a strong platform for PLHIV in Bangladesh.
Habiba also engages in policy making, promotes the welfare of PLHIV and
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leads networking efforts with national and international organisations to
ensure services for PLHIV.

is a longstanding grass roots activist primarily focusing
on HIV/AIDS prevention. He has served as the Programme Manager for
the Deep Griha Society’s HIV/AIDS interventions and was the founding
member of ‘Pune City Action Plan’ for Injecting Drug Users and the ‘Wake
Up Pune’ Campaign. Hans has set up the Grassrooted Trust in Sri Lanka
to collaborate with positive networks and organisations focusing on key
affected populations.

has been a sex worker and an activist since 1997. She
has been involved with the Sex Workers Network of Bangladesh from
its inception and is now working as the secretary of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, a prominent NGO in Bangladesh. She is also involved with a
feminist organisation called Durjoy Naree Shangha.

is a feminist who is passionate about issues of sexuality,
disability and social justice. She lives in England and works within the UK
and internationally. She is a Trustee of Liverpool-based DaDa (Disability
and Deaf Arts). DaDa addresses the lives of disabled people, through
disability art, including the major performance festival, DaDaFest, last
held in November 2010. Through her involvement, over the last ten years,
with CREA (a global feminist human rights organisation, based in N Delhi,
who work towards sexual rights for all) Janet has had the opportunity to
work with international activists, both in person and through sharing in
the development of a web based course, addressing ideas, advocacy and
interventions to enhance sexuality and social justice for disabled people.
She writes short opinion pieces for campaigning groups and co-edited
Feminist Theory and the Body: A Reader (1999) with Margrit Shildrick.
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has been working with the Disability movement in
Bangladesh. As a president of the National Council of Disabled Women
(NCDW), she works on the Human Rights awareness at grassroots level
of Badda Union of Dhaka District. Her work focusses on disabled women,
promoting their rights and providing legal support when they are victims
of family and social violence. Jannatul has also directed a documentary
film, “Uttoron”, in which four disabled women talk about their disability
and the strength they found after getting involved with the Disability
movement in Bangladesh.

is an epidemiologist and currently works in Canada at a
local public health department. Her professional focus is addressing
health inequities related to environmental and social factors. She is also
a research consultant and has worked on various international health
projects related to sexual health and infectious diseases.

is one of the founder members of Nirantar, a Centre for
Gender and Education based in New Delhi, India. She has been working
on issues of gender and education for over twenty years, including as a
researcher and trainer. As a queer, feminist activist Jaya has been actively
involved in initiating and engaging with queer activist forums. Currently,
Jaya is co-ordinating the Sexuality Education initiative within Nirantar.
This involves research and advocacy related to young people’s right
to sexuality education and capacity building on issues of sexuality of
community based organisations who are working with rural women from
economically marginalised communities.

works as Senior Programme Officer at the
Women and Media Collective and as the Research Coordinator of the
Women’s Support Group in Sri Lanka. Her work at the WSG involves the
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coordination of an Asia-wide action research on violence against LBT
women in Sri Lanka. She is also an avid photographer.

is a women’s rights activist, writer, trainer and founder
of Akiiki Consulting. As a consultant and activist she has worked on
initiatives around advancing sexual rights, ending violence against
women, supporting women living with HIV and ensuring women’s rights
in post-conflict reconstruction and peacebuilding. Jessica currently
serves on the boards of Mama Cash and Urgent Action Fund-Africa, and
is an advisor to the African Leadership Centre (focusing on security and
development) and the journal Development. She is a founder member of
the African Feminist Forum Working Group.

is a disabled rights activist working with the Kolkata based
NGO, the Indian Institute of Cerebral Palsy, as the head of Advocacy &
Disability Studies. Her particular area of interest is disabled women.
Jeeja was felicitated by the West Bengal Commission for Women on the
occasion of International Women’s Day in 2004. In 2007 she received the
‘Shri N.D. Diwan Memorial Award for Outstanding Professional Services
in Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities’ by the National Society for
Equal Opportunities of the Handicapped (NASEOH), Mumbai. In 2009 she
received the ‘Role Model Award for Persons with Disabilities’ by the Office
of the Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, West Bengal.

has been working with the Hijra community in Bangladesh
for the last 14 years. Starting off as an individual activist, she has grown
up to be a leading face of the Hijra community representing the issues
affecting the Hijras. She is the founder of the Badhon Hijra Shangha, the
first and the only registered organisation of the Hijras in Bangladesh.
Recently, she has been awarded ‘Recognition of Excellence in Leadership’
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for her work on HIV/AIDS and on the Hijra community by UNAIDS in
Bangladesh.

works as a Research Associate in Center for Research
on Environment, Health and Population Activities (CREHPA), Nepal. She
has worked with CREHPA for the past 9 years mostly on issues related to
domestic violence, adolescent health and maternal health.

is the Founder/Director of ‘Sahodari Foundation’
an organisation working for the social and economic empowerment of
transgender persons. A transgender rights activist, and a transsexual
woman herself, she recently launched the world’s first matrimonial
website for transsexual women called Thirunangai.net. Kalki is the editor
of the Tamil magazine for transgender women called ‘Thirunangai’ and
was awarded the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ in 2009 by the Lioness
Club of Chennai in appreciation of her transgender rights advocacy work.
She was also chosen by ‘Ananda Vikatan’ Tamil magazine as the ‘Top
Ten Nambikkaikal’ (Youth hopes) for the year 2009. She is one among
the three Indian women listed as Transsexual Successes in Transsexual
Women’s Successes Directory. She is the first transsexual woman in India
to do a lead role in @ mainstream Tamil movie called ‘Narthaki’.

is a solicitor specialising in corporate, testamentary,
property and disability law. Her clientele ranges from Indian
multinationals and high net worth individuals to NGOs. Her advocacy work
in and out of the courts for the visually challenged has been very useful
for the community. She has won several awards including the National
Award for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities awarded by the
President of India for Outstanding performance as Role Model of the year
in 2009. She is the co-founder of the Beyond Sight Foundation.
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is Program Manager- Institutional Strengthening
programme at Rutgers World Population Fund. She has been leading
different projects related to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
Education, and Sexual and Gender Based Violence. Kanwal has been
working in the field of Public Health and Mental Health since 2000 with a
special focus on RH & HIV in the last ten years.

is a sexual rights activist working with the Women’s

Support Group (WSG), a support and advocacy group for lesbians,
bisexual women and transgendered persons in Sri Lanka. She is a
resource person on gender and sexuality for the WSG in its advocacy work
in rural areas, where the group works extensively with women community
leaders to change attitudes towards women’s sexuality. At present, she is
engaged in the WSG’s efforts to build an oral history archive of Sri Lankan
queer women'’s life histories. She is also a linguist.

is a youth activist and social entrepreneur leading the
Sughar Program in Pakistan that aims at ending the custom of honour
killing by promoting positive traditions and by providing socio-economic
empowerment to tribal women. At the age of 22, Khalida is a dedicated
entrepreneur and winner of the ‘Young Champion Award’ by University
of Singapore, an Unreasonable Institute Fellow and the winner of the
YouthActionNet fellowship award.

is a poet, journalist and occasional playwright based in
Lahore, Pakistan. She is the founding Editor of Chay Magazine and an
Assistant Professor of Liberal Arts at Beaconhouse National University.
She is the author of High Noon and the Body, a collection of poems (2010)
published by Yoda Press.

has performed with Heidi Latsky Dance in GIMP
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since 2007. He is the founder and curator of the groundbreaking ‘disTHIS!
Film Series: disability through a whole new lens’, which has been featured
in The New York Times. As a commentator, Lawrence has appeared on the
BBC, CNN, NBC’s Today Show and NPR, among other regional, national
and international outlets. A popular public speaker on a wide array of
topics ranging from disability issues to animal advocacy to media literacy,
Lawrence regularly facilitates workshops at colleges and conferences
across the nation. Lawrence was awarded the ‘Frieda Zames Advocacy
Award’ in 2009 and the Paul G. Hearne Award, which recognises emerging
leaders within the national cross-disability civil rights movement, in 2010.

is the Director of Mitini Nepal. Mitini Nepal was
established by Laxmi Ghalan and Meera Bajracharya in March 2005.
Since then this organisationhas been working for the rights of sexual
minorities of Nepal. They provide counselling, group support and short
term loans and arrange accommodation for LBT people when they arrive in
kathmandu.

was born in a red light area in Lahore and still lives here.
She has worked as General Secretary at SHEED Society since 1999. She
works on prevention of STIs and HIV/AIDS among female sex workers,
eunuchs and youths, education of the children of sex workers, prevention
of violence against sex workers and on the rights of adolescent girls of the
sex workers.

is the Founder and Executive Director of Empowering
Women of Nepal, (a local grassroots organisation that aims to empower
women through adventure tourism and sports) and 3 Sisters Adventure
Trekking, (a female owned company specialised in providing female
guides and assistants). Ms. Chhetri is an Ashoka Fellow.
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is a Costa Rican feminist activist who lives in
Sao Paulo. She has been the Executive Director of the Association for
Women’s Rights in Development (AWID) since 2007, and was the manager
of the ‘Where is the Money for Women’s Rights’and ‘Building Feminist
Movements and Organisations’ Strategic Initiatives of AWID from 2003-
2006. Lydia is co-founder and advisor of ELIGE — Youth Network for
Reproductive and Sexual Rights (Mexico), and she is also co-founder of the
Latin American and Caribbean Youth Network for Reproductive and Sexual
Rights. She is on the Board of Directors for the Global Fund for Women and
is a member of the International Council on Human Rights Policy.

is Coordinator, Research Programme on Pathways of
Women’s Empowerment, BDI, BRAC University Bangladesh. She is a
development practitioner, women’s rights activist and researcher. She has
worked on issues of social development, poverty, community participation
and gender equality. Her current research interests include women’s
organising and movements and women’s work and mobilising. She is also
a member of Naripokkho, a women’s activist organisation in Bangladesh.

is Senior Events Manager, Oxford Bookstore, Mumbai. She
is also the Founder and Co-chairperson of the ADAPT (Able Disabled All
People Together) Rights Group. She is also a freelance writer-activist and
has travelled extensively in India and abroad.

is a transgender woman activist of Nepal working
in Blue Diamond Society since 2002. She is a former CCM (Country
Coordinating Mechanism for Global Fund) member in Nepal, the first trans
person in this position from Nepal. Manisha is also a member of APTN
representing south Asia.

works with the Sri Lanka Federation of the Visually
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Handicapped. She is a vocal advocate for disabled women’s rights and a
strong leader in the disability movement in Sri Lanka.

is the founder and Executive Director of Nari
Uddug Kendra (Centre for Women’s Initiatives) Bangladesh, which works
to promote gender equality, human rights and personal and political
empowerment of women and girls in Bangladesh. Mashuda founded
NUK, which opened the first Garment Working Women’s Shelter and
Development Centre for 150 girls. Since then, NUK has been engaged
in strengthening leadership capacity to empower elected women
representatives of Municipalities and City Corporations. Mashuda sees
sports as a strategy for empowering women and is known as a pioneer in
Bangladesh on this issue. Her latest creation is the ‘Bangladesh Women’s
Fund’, which works on fund raising and grant making for the local
women’s NGOs.

is the general secretary of SANGRAM, an organisation
that works on the rights of sex workers and people living with HIV/AIDS.
SANGRAM’s Centre for Advocacy on Stigma and Marginalisation (CASAM)
advocates for the reduction of stigma, violence and harassment faced
by marginalised communities, especially those who have challenged
dominant norms. In 2002, she was awarded the ‘Human Rights Defender
Award’ from Human Rights Watch.

is a sex worker associated with SHEED Society, Pakistan, which
works on the rights of sex workers and children of sex workers. She works
as a dancer and sex worker.

is a South Asian activist who has been involved in
grassroots LGBT/immigrant/feminist organising in New York for more
than a decade. She works at the Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice
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as Grants Administrator and Program Officer for Astraea’s Emergency

and Movement Resource Funds. She currently sits on the board of the
Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence (CAAAV) and has also spent a good
chunk of time as an audio/visual tech assistant, stage lighting designer,
security volunteer and database nerd.

grew up in Lalten Patti, a red light district in Bihar, India.
She started the NGO Parcham to work on the issue of trafficking and
she also launched a hand-written magazine, Jugnu. This has become
very popular in red light areas in many districts and her work was widely
covered by local and national media. On March 10, 2010, CNN-IBN and
Reliance jointly gave her Real Hero award.

joined Mama Cash in June 2007 initially as the Director
of Development and Communications and she has been the Executive
Director of Mama Cash since May 2008. Prior to this she served for one
decade as the Vice President of Development and Communications at
the Global Fund for Women. Nicky McIntyre served on the Board of the
Global Greengrants Foundation from 1998 to 2002. She was a member of
the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission from 2001-
2004, serving as its Chair from 2002-2004. She currently serves on the
Board of Gender Action.

works in India on women and mental health.
Since 2001, Nayreen has been working at Society for Nutrition, Education,
Health and Action, Mumbai, as the Program Director on the Prevention
Programme of Violence against Women and Children.

is a lawyer by training, a human rights activist, and currently
working as Research Associate at Bytes for All, Pakistan. Bytes for All is
the implementing organisation for their project titled “MDG3: Take Back
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the Tech! to End Violence against Women”. Nighat’s work addresses

the continuous struggle for the cause of civil liberties, women’s rights
and privacy rights for women and girls in Pakistan. Nighat is involved in
planning the first ever Feminist Tech Exchange for Transgender people in
Pakistan. Her personal digital story is accessible at:
ftx.apcwomen.org/node/62

is 31 and lives in Delhi. She is an assistant editor at Tehelka
magazine. At Tehelka she reports on culture and society. She also writes
fiction.

started the Blind With Camera project in 2006 and
has successfully developed the project into a national exhibition traveling
across India. He is the recipient of the ‘Karmaveer Purakaraar 2009’, a
National Award for Social Justice and Citizen Action given by the Indian
Confederation of NGOs. Partho’s work is exhibited at several art galleries
in India. Early in 2009, he founded the Beyond Sight Foundation.

is a queer feminist activist and researcher who works on a
range of issues including gender, sexuality and conflict. She has worked
with CREA in New Delhi and with the Alternative Law Forum in Bangalore.

has been with TARSHI since its inception (1996), as
a Helpline Counsellor, Programme Manager and currently as Director,
Programmes. She has been involved with various aspects of the Helpline
— counselling, training, recruitment, and supervision, in addition to
conducting trainings on sexuality, reproductive and sexual health and
rights, and developing publications for diverse audiences. She worked
with children with disabilities as a service provider as well as an advocate
for rights of children with disabilities prior to joining TARSHI.
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is Assistant Professor of Dramaturgy and
Film History at the Ramanaidu Film Institute, Hyderabad. She is an
independent researcher, playwright, director, performer, film critic and
activist from Chennai. She has extensive experience in the theatre and is
an experienced television, film and documentary script-writer. She has
recently translated two volumes of Tamil pulp fiction, a compilation of pulp
stories written by Tamil authors, and published as “The Blaft Anthology
of Tamil Pulp Fiction; Vol 1 & 2”. Her most recent theatrical venture is
‘)lameela: An Autobiography of a Sex Worker.’

is Programme Officer, Resource and Grants Management,
South Asia Women’s Fund. SAWF is a regional women’s fund that
supports women’s rights initiatives and promotes philanthropy towards
women’s rights in the region (Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka). She has worked extensively in South Asia since 1993, with
several international aid agencies, such as Oxfam U.K., Terre des Hommes
Germany and Switzerland and the Sir Dorabji Tata trust. Before joining
SAWF, Puja worked as a consultant with HIVOS, CARE International,
Marie Stopes International, Novib, UNFPA and UNIFEM, amongst others,
largely on evaluating and planning assignments on women’s rights.

is a sex worker and has been a member of the
Durbar Mahila Samanvaya Committee since 2001. She has worked as a
Field Branch Committee member and is presently supervisor of the Self
Regulatory Board (SRB).

is a transgender man working in Blue Diamond Society,
Nepal since 2010, as Outreach Officer. Prior to this, he was working with
the Nepal Traffic Police and was fired for being a trans person.

trained as a clinical psychologist at the National
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Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS). Her main areas
of interest are sexuality and rights. She is a recipient of the MacArthur
Fellowship for Leadership Development and the Soros Reproductive
Health and Rights Fellowship. She has co-edited Sexuality, Gender

and Rights: Exploring Theory and Practice in South and Southeast Asia
(Sage, 2005). Her most recent publication is Good Times for Everyone:
Sexuality Questions, Feminist Answers. She founded TARSHI in 1996 and is
the Executive Director.

has worked as a sex worker for more than a decade now.
She has been working on sex workers rights and is involved with Sex
Workers Network of Bangladesh (SWNOB), the biggest network of sex
workers in the country.

is the founder and Managing Trustee of Anjali, a Calcutta
based organisation raising awareness and understanding about mental
health and ushering in systemic changes in the sphere of mental health
care and treatment. Ratnaboli is a Clinical Psychologist and health activist
with more than 15 years of experience in this field. In 2000, Ratnaboli
Ray was given the Ashoka Fellowship in recognition of Anjali’s innovative
work.

did her doctoral research on the psychiatric profession
in India, with particular reference to the treatment of women. Her areas
of specialisation include the sociology of medicine, mental illness and
the psychiatric profession, anthropology of infectious diseases, bioethics
and disability studies. She has published widely in both national and
international journals. Her most important books include Deconstructing
Mental lllness: An Ethnography Of Psychiatry Women And The Family
(Zubaan Books 2008); Disability and Society: A Reader (Orient Blackswan
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2009) and Contemporary Perspectives on Disability In India; Exploring The
Linkages between Law, Gender and Experience (LAP Lambert Academic
Publishers 2011). She is currently researching gender and disability at the
Centre for Women’s Disabilities Studies.

works for the United Nations Population Fund in Sri
Lanka, in the areas of HIV and young people’s sexual and reproductive
health. Her work on HIV focuses on its prevention among sex workers and
men who have sex with men including transgender populations. Revati is
also a founder member of the Women’s Support Group in Sri Lanka, where
she continues to volunteer.

founded and led Tewa (1995), the innovative Nepal Women’s
Fund, and Nagarik Aawaz (2001) — the citizen’s voice for peace. She has
over thirty years of experience as a feminist educator and community
activist. Rita served on the International Committee of the Regional
Center for Strategic Studies, based in Colombo, and SACEPS (South Asia
Center for Policy Studies). She is a former board member and Chair
of the Global Fund for Women, and was on the Executive Board of the
Urgent Action Fund. She was named an Ashoka Fellow (1997-98), Dame
Nita Barrow Distinguished Visitor at the University of Toronto (2002) and
one of the 1000 peace women around the globe. She currently severs
on the Executive Board of the South Asia Women’s Fund, Global Fund for
Community Foundations, and represents Tewa on the Foundations for
Peace International Network.

the Bengali filmmaker, has in the last two decades
created a striking body of work which includes films like Unishe
April (19th April, 1994), Dahan (Crossfire, 1997), Bariwali (The Lady of
the House, 1999), Utsab (The Festival, 2000), Titli (First Monsoon Day,
2002), Chokher Bali (A Passion Play), The Last Lear (2007), Shob Choritro
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Kalponik (Afterword, 2009) and Abohoman (The Eternal, 2010). Ghosh
has won 10 National Awards, a host of Indian and International awards
and both critical and popular acclaim. Recently, he made an acting debut
in Aarekti Premer Golpo (Just Another Love Story, 2011) which has already
become an iconic queer film. Rituparno’s writings, public persona and
his new trilogy of queer films has disrupted the dominant heteronorm of
Bengali films.

is the Executive Director of EQUAL GROUND,
Sri Lanka, the only mixed LGBTIQ organisation in Sri Lanka. She was
also a founding member of the Women’s Support Group. She was the
Co-Secretary General of ILGA (2003 to 2008) and prior to that she was
the Female Asian Representative to the Executive Board of ILGA. She is
instrumental in initiating the first ever South Asian Regional Lesbian and
Bisexual Womens Conference held in Colombo in 2010. She also initiated
Gay Pride in Sri Lanka in 2005.

is the Executive Director / Coordinator of Diversity
And Solidarity Trust ( DAST), an organisation working for the gay and
transgender community in Sri Lanka, mainly focusing on rights and health
and generating a safe environment for these groups. Being Gay and a well
trained and experienced counsellor, Roshan has been able to support a
huge number of LGBT persons in distress situations and has been actively
engaged in Gay and Transgender activism for the last five years.

works within CREA and focuses on building feminist leadership
among grassroots women’s rights organisations; and managing a three
year multi-pronged program that works towards ending violence against
marginalised women in three countries in South Asia. She is fascinated
with the ways in which language can be used to empower or discriminate
against women and is working on building scholarship in Hindi on
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sexuality, gender and rights. Vinita has worked extensively on issues of
sexuality, gender and rights. Previously, she was working with CARE India
as a Field Officer in a project on sex workers’ rights and HIV/AIDS.

is a Research Consultant at Shirkat Gah Women’s
Resource Centre. She is on the Research Management Committee of the
multi-country research programme consortium, ‘Women’s Empowerment
in Muslim Contexts: gender, poverty and democratization from the inside
out’. She is also an Executive Committee member of the Institute of
Women’s Empowerment, a non-profit organisation based in Hong Kong.
She has worked with the Simorgh Resource Centre and as a writer and
editor for The Herald and Oxford University Press and helped set up a
research unit at the National College of Arts. Her areas of research include
a wide range of gender-related issues including women’s empowerment,
sexuality and the dynamics of knowledge production.

works as the Program Coordinator for Public Events
at CREA. She also coordinates the Count Me In: Campaign With Me
component of CREA’s Count me In! initiative that builds awareness and
understanding on the harmful manifestations of son preference that
lead to violence against women. Prior to joining CREA, she worked on
HIV and AIDS, reproductive and sexual health issues and on the rights of
women in sex work. Her work on these issues has focused on developing
communication and training resources and applying art forms like films
and theatre for awareness, advocacy and action.

is a Nepalese lawyer and member of the
Nepalese Constituent Assembly. She is the former President and a
founder member of Forum for Women, Law and Development (FWLD) in
Nepal. In 2008, she was a joint winner of the Gruber Prize for Women’s
Rights.
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is the President of the Moorat Interactive Society and a focal
point on transgender people for the Government of Pakistan. She has
been the focal point for Transgender people of Pakistan for the Asia Pacific
Transgender Network and for the Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers
(APNSW). Sarah has been instrumental in launching the first phone
helpline for transgender people of Pakistan. She is the Pakistan focal
point for ‘Youth Lead’, Bangkok, and also one of the members of the youth
advisory committee for the organisation. She worked with UNAIDS on an
assessment of how transgender people had been affected by the flooding
in Pakistan last year.

is a lawyer and practices in the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh in the areas of constitutional and public interest law. She is
an active member of Ain o Salish Kendra, a national human rights and
legal-aid organisation based in Dhaka. She is currently the Honorary
Director of the Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust, the leading
national private legal services organisation in the country. From 1997-
2002, she headed the South Asia Programme at the International Centre
for the Legal Protection of Human Rights (INTERIGHTS). She has written
and lectured widely on human rights law, public interest law, access to
justice and women’s rights within marriage.

is Reader in Global Health at University College London,
where she leads a theme on the use of evidence in policy making. Sara
is clinically trained in infectious disease. Her focus has been in the field
of sexual health in general and sexually transmitted infections (including
HIV) in particular. She has undertaken research in this area since 1991,
and has spent many years living and working in South Asia.

is a feminist legal activist and researcher on issues that
concern queer sexualities in Pakistan. She is also the Editor at large for
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Chay magazine. She works as an attorney in Pakistan for the Organisation
for the Protection of Rights of Sexual Minorities, an organisation that
provides support for non-heteronormative individuals.

is a Trans man and gender activist who divides his
working life between activism, cinematography and running a home.
In the mid-9os, he started SAMPOORNA, a network of Trans Indians.
Membership of the group is open to the whole spectrum of Trans*
[*Transgender, Transsexual, Intersexxed & Gender Variant] persons.

is a sex worker associated with Veshya AIDS Mukabala
Parishad (VAMP) which is an independent collective of sex workers in
Maharashtra, India. VAMP manages the peer interventions in the sex
worker community.

worked as a commercial sex worker for 10 years, and is
now employed with a sex-workers’ organisation in Dhaka. She initiated
and organised ‘Shomoy Shangha’- a lesbian female sex workers forum in
Dhaka. She lives with her female partner.

has been working with LGBT issues for the
last 8 years with Boys of Bangladesh (BoB), the oldest and the largest
organisation of self-identified Bangladeshi gay men. He has been actively
participating in local and international conferences, workshops and
trainings. He is also the coordinator of Gender and Sexuality Resource
Center, a coalition of LGBT organisations in Bangladesh.

teaches English Literature at the University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka. Her research interests include South Asian queer
fiction and South Asian lesbian activism. She has been a volunteer
member of the Women’s Support Group since the group’s inception.
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is Assistant Professor at the Centre for Media and
Cultural Studies, Tata Institute of Social sciences, Mumbai. She has also
taught undergraduate sociology and anthropology at St Xavier’s College,
Mumbai. As a pedagogue, she has designed and coordinated several
discussion groups, a lecture series and workshops. Shilpa Phadke has
published academically in journals and edited book volumes as well as in
newspapers and popular magazines. Her co-authored book: ‘Why Loiter?
Women and Risk on Mumbai Streets’ was published by Penguin, 2011.
Her areas of concern include, gender and the politics of space, the middle
classes, sexuality and the body, feminist politics among young women,
reproductive subjectivities and pedagogic practices.

is Dr. Zakir Hussain Professor at the AJK Mass
Communication Research Centre at Jamia Millia Islamia (Central
University), New Delhi and teaches Video and Television Production.
Shohini co-founded Mediastorm Collective, India’s first all women
documentary production collective. Her first independent feature-length
documentary, ‘Tales of the Night Fairies’ (2002), is about the struggle
for sex workers’ rights in Calcutta. In 2010, her book Fire, examining the
controversy around the 1996 film of the same name by Deepa Mehta, was
published by Arsenal Pulp Press. A media scholar, Shohini researches
and writes extensively on popular culture, particularly films and queer
sexuality in academic journals and the popular press.

has been associated with the women’s rights
and sexuality rights movements for more than ten years. She has co-
founded Sappho for Equality, the activist forum working for the rights of
sexually marginalised women. She is the editor of Swakanthey (in her
own voice), the bilingual, biannual magazine of the organisation. She has
also co-edited anthologies of queer women narratives Chhih ! Tumi naki...
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(Shame ! Are you...) in Bengali and Of Horizons and Beyond - Glimpses

of Lesbians, Bisexual Women and Transpersons’ lives. She conducted a
national level qualitative research project ‘Vio-Map: mapping violence and
violations taking place in lives of sexually marginalised women to chart
out effective advocacy strategies’.

works as a Programme Manager with Jagriti Mahila Maha
Sangh, a federation of female sex workers In Nepal. Her interest lies in sex
workers and HIV/AIDS issues.

is a sex worker and a member of Durbar Mahila Samanvaya
Committee since 2000. She presently holds the post of Secretary of
the Field Branch Committee. She is also a representative of the Self
Regulatory Board (SRB).

has worked as a film and theatre critic, and as film
researcher, scriptwriter and co-director, recently collaborating with
filmmaker Nishtha Jain on award-winning documentaries such as City of
Photos, 6 Yards to Democracy and Lakshmi and Me. She has participated
in conferences on media and cultural studies and queer and feminist
concerns, and is co-editor of Sites and Practices: An Exercise in Cultural
Pedagogy (Majlis 2006). Smriti co-curated an international queer film
festival, Queer Nazariya, in 2010, and is a member of two Mumbai-based
collectives LABIA (Lesbians And Bisexuals In Action) and FAOW (Forum
Against Oppression Of Women).

is an India-based Scholar Associate with the
Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID). Her current
work focuses on building women’s movements and organisations,
feminist leadership concepts and practices, and feminist monitoring and
evaluation. She is Co-Chair of the Board of Just Associates and Gender at
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Work, and IT for Change. She has over 35 years experience as a grassroots
activist, gender-equality advocate, and women’s studies teacher and
researcher in India and internationally. She has published extensively on
a range of women’s issues. Her most recent publications are Capturing
Change in Women’s Realities (for AWID, on feminist monitoring and
evaluation, 2011), Feminist Leadership for Social Transformation (for
CREA, 2010), (Changing Their World: Concepts and Practices of Women’s
Movements, (for AWID, 2009) and an edited volume, Transnational Civil
Society: An Introduction, published by Kumarian Press (2006). She is
based in Bangalore, India.

is an openly gay Member of Parliament in Nepal. He was
the petitioner of the writ to the Supreme Court against the Government
of Nepal, demanding that it defend and protect the equal rights of LGBTI
people in Nepal. This resulted in the Court making the historic decision to
protect and defend LGBTI rights. He is the founder and Executive Director
of the Blue Diamond Society, an NGO working on Human Rights, Sexual
Health and HIV/AIDS in Nepal.

is a Sri Lankan activist for women’s rights and
human rights and the Executive Director of International Women’s Rights
Action Watch (IWRAW) Asia Pacific. Her focus is on minority, human, and
diversity rights in conflict situations. She was one of five recipients of the
UN Human Rights Prize in 1998, which celebrated the soth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. She is the Director of INFORM
Human Rights Documentation Centre in Colombo, Sri Lanka. She is also
a member of the Women and Media Collective Sri Lanka, the Women’s
Support Group Sri Lanka, and the UNDP Civil Society Organisations
Committee. She works as a trainer in conflict transformation, peace-
building, gender, and human rights in Sri Lanka and internationally.
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works at the Centre for Advocacy on Stigma and
Marginalisation (CASAM), a project of Sampada Gramin Mahila Sanstha
(SANGRAM) which is an organisation that works at the grass root
level to train NGOs and GOs working on HIV/AIDS in a rural context in
Maharashtra, India.

is the founder of Nepal Disabled Women Association
(NDWA) and currently serves as the President of the organisation. NDWA
is involved in Advocacy and lobbying for women with disabilities in the
areas of education, health, employment, inclusion at decision-making
levels and gender equity. Tika has also been volunteering with National
Federation of the Disabled, Nepal since 1996. In her work on disability
rights, she is associated with various associations and groups. Some
of these are Women’s Alliance for Peace, Power, Democracy and
Constituency Assembly (WAPPDCA). Women Human Rights Defenders
National Network (WHRD), Kritika Campaign (Cultural women group),
South Asia Disabled Women Network and Disability National Coordination
Working Committee (NCWG).

is the Research and Communications Officer at the
James P Grant School of Public Health, BRAC University. She is actively
involved in the Centre for Gender, Sexuality and HIV/AIDS, participating
and leading various activities supporting sexuality related issues and gay
rights in Bangladesh. Additionally, she was one of the lead researchers in
the Bangladesh chapter of CREA’s ‘Violence against Marginalised Women’
research project.

is the elected President of Protibondhi Narider
Jatio Parishad (National Council of Disabled Women-NCDW) a nation-
wide network of organisations working with women with disabilities
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in Bangladesh. It has emerged as a platform to end discrimination and
injustice against women with disabilities under her leadership. Once
women with disabilities formed independent groups she found that
women are more vocal and open to talking about their experiences of
abuse. Currently she has mobilised 10,000 women with disabilities in 23
districts out of 64.

is a dermatologist by training started working on
awareness programmes and treatment of PLHIV in 1996. In 1994, Vinay
established the NGO Prayas in Pune which works in the areas of health,
energy, learning & parenthood, and resources & livelihoods. He is the
director of the health group of Prayas which works in the areas of HIV/
AIDS and Sexuality. Prayas Health Group is currently caring for more than
3500 PLHIV and is implementing one of India’s largest PMTCT program in
the private sector.

is working for the Prevention of HIV/AIDS among Transgender
people for a decade. She is the General secretary of Moorat Interactive
Society and a fellow petitioner with Sarah Gill in the Court of Pakistan for
Transgender people’s rights. Zaini is a new member of the Asia Pacific
Transgender Network. She lives with Sarah and is involved in the hard
struggle for social acceptance of Transwomen.
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INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

Development Cooperation
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dutch Ministry’s MDG3 Fund
www.minbuza.nl/en

nges the world)

Mama Cash
www.mamacash.org

Astraea
LESBIAN FOUNDATION
FOR JUSTICE

Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice
www.astraeafoundation.org



A number of organisations have partnered with CREA on the Count
Me In! Initiative begun in 2008. These are :

count me IN: WoRK WITH ME

KYRGYZSTAN

ALGA | ASTERIA | TAIS PLUS 2 | WOMEN LEADERS OF JALALABAD
KAZAKHASTAN

AMULET | ASSOCIATION OF SINGLE MOTHERS | INSTITUTE OF EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES | KOVCHEG | PODRUGI | UNION OF CRISIS CENTRES

count me IN: LEARN ABOUT ME

CREHPA www.crehpa.org.np | CENTER FOR GENDER, SEXUALITY AND
HIV/AIDS, BRAC UNIVERSITY www.bracuniversity.net |
SNEHA www.snehamumbai.org | INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH,

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON www.ucl.ac.uk/ich

count me IN: cAMPAIGN FOR ME

FORUM FOR WOMEN AND LAW IN DEVELOPMENT www.fwld.org |
VANANGANA | GRAMONNATI SANSTHAN | AGAZ-E-INSAF |
MAHILA MANDAL | PRERNA BHARTI
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A number of organisations in South Asia and globally have endorsed
the Count Me IN! conference and are committed to ending all forms of
violence against all women. These include:

Bangladesh
- NARIPOKKHO naripokkho@gmail.com
- SEXWORKERS NETWORK OF BANGLADESH swnob2o0o02o0rg@yahoo.com

- THE CENTRE FOR GENDER, SEXUALITY AND HIV/AIDS (BRAC)
www.bracuniversity.net

- DHAKA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY www.diu.net.bd

Nepal
- BLUE DIAMOND SoclIeTy (BDS) www.bds.org.np

- CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON ENVIRONMENT HEALTH AND POPULATION
AcTiviTiES (CREHPA) www.crehpa.org.np

- FORUM FOR WOMEN, LAW AND DEVELOPMENT (FWLD) www.fwld.org
- NEPAL DiSABLED WOMEN AssocIATION (NDWA) www.ndwa.org.npw
- WOMEN’S REHABILITATION CENTRE (WOREC) www.worecnepal.org

India
- ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES www.awwdindia.org

- BAPU TRUST FOR RESEARCH ON MIND & DISCOURSE
www.bapucamhindia.org

- CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES www.cdiindia.org
- INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CEREBRAL PALSY www.iicpindia.org
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- INTERNATIONAL SERVICES ASSOCIATION (INSA-INDIA)

www.insa-india.org.in

- LESBIANS AND BISEXUALS IN AcTION (LABIA) www.labiacollective.org
- NALAMDANA www.nalamdana.org/

- THE NAZ FOUNDATION (INDIA) www.nazindia.org

- PoINT OF VIEW www.pointofview.org

- PRATYAY GENDER TRUST pratyaygendertrust@yahoo.co.in

- PeopLE LIKE Us (PLUS) www.pluskolkata.org

- SAHAYATRIKA sahayatrika@gmail.com

- SRUTI DISABILITY RIGHTS CENTRE sruti.darc@gmail.com

- SAMPADA GRAMEEN MAHILA SANSTHA (SANGRAM) www.sangram.org
- THE YP FOuNDATION www.theypfoundation.org

- TARSHI www.tarshi.net

- DURBAR MAHILA SAMANWAYA COMMITTEE (DMSC) www.durbar.org

Pakistan

- O (ORGANISATION FOR THE PROTECTION AND PROPAGATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF SEXUAL MINORITIES) WWW.pprsm.org

- AAHUNG www.aahung.org
- ASR RESOURCE CENTRE nskhan1946@yahoo.com
- AWARE GIRLS http://awaregirls.webs.com/

- STRENGTHENING HEALTH EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
SocIeTy (SHEED SocleTy) www.sheedsociety.org

count me IN! conference



Sri Lanka
- INFORM inform@alt.lk

- EQUAL GROUND www.equal-ground.org

Global
- ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN DEVELOPMENT (AWID)
www.awid.org

- ASSOCIATION FOR PROGRESSIVE COMMUNICATIONS WOMEN’S
NETWORKING SUPPORT PROGRAMME (APCWNSP) www.apcwomen.org

- THE INTERNATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
(IGLHRC) www.iglhrc.org

We also wish to thank the following organisations and networks for
supporting participation of people from South Asia:

- AcTION PLUS : A COALITION FOR RIGHTS, EDUCATION AND CARE IN
HIV/AIDS

- ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT (AWID)
www.awid.org

+ UNITED NATIONS ACTION JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) www.unaids.org

- SOUTH AsIAN WOMEN’S FUND (SAWF) www.sawf.org

- WoMmEN WIN www.womenwin.org

supporting organisations
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count me IN! started as an idea, an expression of hope — and
without the following people, we could have never imagined making
it possible.

This conference is a testament to the power of community, and we’d
like to say thank you:

to our donors who have advocated to put sexual rights on the
development agenda;

to our advisors who have worked with us to identify speakers and all
sorts of resources;

to our writers who worked under tight deadlines to create invaluable
conference papers;

to our speakers who allowed us to understand marginalisation from
varied perspectives;

to our performers and artists whose work lends new meaning to the
phrase ‘art as intervention’;

to our sign language and local language interpreters who made the
conference more accessible;

to our volunteers who have generously donated their time;

to our staff who have worked tirelessly and cheerfully sacrificed all
hope of a social life;

to our participants who have made the time to come to the conference,

you are the reason we still dream, and continue to believe that
another world is possible.
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crea is grateful to

Our count me IN! DONORS

The Dutch Ministry’s MDG3 Fund: Thank you for being bold and brave,
and for supporting and believing in our vision of a world free of
violence, stigma and discrimination for all women.

Mama Cash and The Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice for
supporting the participation of sex workers, lesbians, disabled
women and trans people from South Asia.

The Embassy of Spain and The Dwarika’s Hotel for supporting the
performance Aiguardent by Marta Carrasco.

Our count me IN! DESIGNER

Sherna Dastur for transforming typeface and scribbled letters into
visual and aesthetic magic.

Our count me IN! COORDINATORS

Shuchi Tripathi and Sushma Luthra, who worked days, nights
and weekends to plan, to iron out every detail, and to make this
conference appear seamless.
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crea’s vision

CREA envisions a just world free of poverty, violence, discrimination,
and inequality, where the human rights of all people, especially
women, young girls, and sexual minorities, are realised.

crea’s mission

CREA promotes, protects and advances women’s human rights and
the sexual rights of all people.

crea’s programmes

strengthen feminist leadership, organisations and movements;
influence global and national advocacy; create information,
knowledge and scholarship; and change public attitudes and
discourses.

crea’s convictions

Women have the ability to assert their rights as well as to
emerge as leaders

All women, irrespective of their status, have the inherent capacity to
take responsibility for and make choices about their lives. CREA sees
itself as a catalyst enabling this change.

Information is power
Access to information and knowledge about the world, and the
changing nature of political and economic structures, contributes

count me IN! conference



to women having greater control over issues that affect their lives.
CREA’s publications create and increase access to information,
knowledge and scholarship on gender, sexuality and human rights.

Questioning leads to change

A ‘culture of silence’ prevents women from articulating their dreams
and aspirations as well as the violations they experience. CREA’s
efforts create a culture of questioning that strengthens women’s
abilities to challenge and change the structures that keep them silent.

Working in partnership creates synergy

A collective and collaborative process that connects individuals
and organisations with each other enhances learning and action
in mutually beneficial ways. CREA works in partnership with other
organisations, networks, and movements.

crea’s niche

It is one of few international women’s rights organisations based in
the global South, led by southern feminists, that works at national,
transnational, and global levels;

It works on the intersections of sexuality, gender, and human
rights in all its programmes, rather than on each of these issues
separately;

It contests mainstream ideas to advance a feminist, inclusive, and
rights-affirming understanding of sexuality and gender in the public
domain;

about crea
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It reframes human rights work as beyond formal rights (enshrined
in United Nations conventions and national laws and policies), to
advance the rights work of social movements and communities
intervening in unjust systems of power;

It ensures the inclusion and participation of marginalised and
excluded women in national, transnational, and global activism;

Itis known for linking theory and practice in the domains of
sexuality, gender, and rights, to make theory accessible to
practitioners and influence theory with practice; and

It consciously implements its politics within its organisational
policies and practices.

addressing social exclusion:
crea’s count me IN! initiative

The count me IN! Initiative addresses issues of gender inequality
through three inter-related strategies: strengthening feminist
leadership (“Count Me In: Work With Me”), building knowledge on
violence against marginalised women (“Count Me In: Learn About
Me”), and advocating against son preference (“Count Me In: Campaign
For Me”).

count me IN: worRK WITH ME: CREA has worked in India, Kazakhstan
and Kyrgystan to strengthen the feminist leadership of community-
based organisations on sexuality, gender and human rights. It has
enhanced the skills of these organisations to critically examine how
their work affirms or violates women’s human rights.
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count me IN: LEARN ABOUT ME: A multi-country (India, Bangladesh,
Nepal) research study was undertaken, positing that South Asian
lesbians, disabled women and sex workers suffer high rates of
violence, and are frequently unable to seek and receive protection
from state agencies. Using the findings from the research, the project

will formulate recommendations that are feasible within a policy arena.

count me IN: CAMPAIGN FOR ME: A campaign against son preference
was launched across 160 villages in Bihar and Jharkhand, two of the
poorest states in India. The campaign reached 100,000 people and
raised awareness on the harmful effects of son preference on the
quality of life of women and girls and helped create an environment
for women to articulate, demand and access their human rights.

crea’s efforts seek to empower individuals, strengthen civil society
organisations, and create networks for social change. Dedicated to a
vision of a global community that is just and peaceful, CREA works to
make human rights an effective tool for social change and to integrate
human rights mechanisms, awareness and principles into the fabric
of society. CREA seeks to advance women’s human rights and social
justice in programme interventions at the grass roots, national,
regional and international levels. CREA focuses on increasing the
participation of marginalised women, reducing violence against
women, and increasing women’s bodily autonomy through working on
sexual and reproductive health and rights.

about crea
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For more details on CREA’s other programmes,
please visit www.creaworld.org

CREA INDIA
7 Mathura Road, Jangpura B, New Delhi 110014, India
t 91-11-2437-7707 f91-11-2437-7708

CREA NEW YORK
116 East 16th Street, 7th FL, New York, NY 10003, USA
t1-212-599-1071 f1-212-599-1075

e crea@creaworld.org
www.creaworld.org
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